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ACT-ADR Launch Event

On September 9, 2025, ACT-ADR — Association of Commercial and Transactional ADR
Professionals (ACT-ADR) — was officially launched during an evening that reflected both the purpose
and promise of this new community.

The program opened with a warm welcome from ACT-ADR President and Founder, Myrna Barakat
Friedman, setting the tone for the evening and underscoring the mission of ACT-ADR. ACT-ADR
Fellows and guests were also honored to hear remarks from Tiffany Hall, the General Counsel of
MasterCard, whose generosity in hosting at their exceptional Tech Hub in Manhattan created a truly
memorable setting.

The evening featured a fireside chat with Jeremy Levin, Ovid Therapeutics Chairman and CEO,
moderated by Scott Partridge, ACT-ADR Vice President and Founder, and Nancy Forrest, ACT-ADR
Fellow, followed by a panel discussion with Peter Beshar, Former General Counsel, United States Air
Force and Former Executive Vice President & General Counsel, Marsh McLennan, Tiffany Hall,
and Joshua Peirez, President & CEO, ].D. Power, moderated by Noah Hanft, ACT-ADR Vice
President, Founder, and former MasterCard General Counsel. These distinguished voices shared candid
insights on managing commercial disputes in today’s business environment. The conversations were
lively, thought-provoking, and deeply engaging.

The evening concluded with a vibrant reception during which Fellows and guests had the chance to
connect, exchange ideas, and celebrate together.

ACT-ADR is grateful to Mastercard, the distinguished panelists and everyone who joined for helping
make the launch a memorable and interactive event highlighting what ACT-ADR stands for —a business-
focused and pragmatic approach to dispute management.

About ACT-ADR:

The Association of Commercial and Transactional ADR Professionals (ACT-ADR) is a non-profit professional
association that brings together dispute resolution and prevention professionals with deep hands-on operational
experience in business, transactional, and financial matters.

ACT-ADR is an invitation-only organization that promotes dispute management processes that are aligned with
business objectives. ACT-ADR Fellows have years of experience as both senior executives of public and private
domestic and multinational businesses and senior lawyers in corporations or law firms, including significant dispute
avoidance and resolution experience. They serve as arbitrators, mediators, settlement counsel and advisors in
challenging domestic and international commercial disputes. ACT-ADR Fellows bring their combined legal and
business acumen to the dispute resolution process, helping parties avoid and, where necessaty, resolve domestic and
international commercial disputes and mitigate business risks and economic losses. More information about ACT-
ADR and ACT-ADR Fellows can be found at act-adr.org.
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